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 Sadly we report that we have lost another member. Albert Fund was in his eighty-third year when he flew his 
final task. Albert taught me how to fly Sailplanes – me and many, many others in the club. Not only did we learn the 
mechanics of flight, we also gained a deep insight into the elements of extreme weather conditions. I can remember a 
flying lesson – my third or fourth, as I recall – when Cliff English and I met Albert at the Powerline Road field. The 
wind was 35 mph out of the west and there were a few spots of rain to add a little spice. Albert had set up the hi-start 
and was determined that it was to be used. “You have to learn how to handle the wind and if you can fly in these 
conditions then you can fly in anything” says Albert. Cliff and I knew no better so we flew. Amazing thing was that 
we did fly and we both had several flights and did not lose a glider. Albert’s calm assurances, together with tips and 
techniques got us through. So whenever the wind blows strong, I remember that day and know just what you can do 
and what you can’t do with your sailplane and, best of all, I learned to tell the difference. Thank you Albert. 
 
 Real Flight G4 – Some observations: 
You need lots of computing power – not just a fast processor – my fastest machine did not have enough video 
memory – and even with an upgrade the performance was unacceptable (constant crashes – Computer, that is). 
Thankfully, my other (and older) machine was fine. 
Real Flight G4 has but a few Sailplanes – getting them to fly is a challenge. The help menus do not help and the 
dictionary contains few soaring terms. However, there is always a way and flying sailplanes is possible. 
When you do finally succeed, all is well – the Bird of Time flies just like a real one.  
It is a very comprehensive simulator but not sailplane user friendly. The best thing, however, is that if you crash then 
just press the reset button and fly again. For young computer literate novices a useful tool, for the older flyers a nice 
challenge to upgrade their computer and flying skills. We hope to be able to have training sessions at the winter 
meetings. 
 
The trouble with computers, of course, is that they're very sophisticated idiots. 

He doesn't have to outrun the lion, only his friend. Then the lion catches up with his friend and eats him. The strong 
survive, the weak are killed: the law of the jungle! ... Yes, very clever, if you don't mind losing your friend.  

But what happens when the next lion turns up? I think you'd better get your running shoes on, gentlemen. 

The Doctor, in "Survival" 
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ALBERT FUND REMEMBERED by Stan Shaw       

 When Christian Fund called me late Sunday afternoon to inform me of his dad’s passing, it was a heart-rending 
experience that passed too quickly. I extended my deepest sympathy and condolences to him. He informed me that 
Albert had suffered a form of bone cancer. It was diagnosed just recently and apparently contributed to his death.  

I remember meeting Albert Fund when Bud Wallace and I joined SOGG in the 80’s. 

A group of us had formed the Electric Model Flyers of Southern Ontario to foster the building and flying of electric-
powered models. The club was receptive to holding a Fun-Fly each year for us as it helped to provide some needed 
income and encouraged members to become involved in this aspect of the hobby. Albert was no exception. 

 Albert Fund was keenly interested in flying sailplanes and participated in many a contest over the years. I have a 
picture showing him holding an electric Eclipse Sailplane besides Don Guthrie who was holding an electric Cricket. 
Albert built a number of gliders over the years, namely a Spirit 100, a Gentle Lady and a Riser. He also built a Sig 
LT-40 trainer that Juri Vosu bought from him and later flew at SOGGI. I also remember a scale M-262 twin ducted 
fan model that he brought out to the field to test one day.  

One day I visited him and was lead downstairs to the workshop! It was very crowded with tools and models 
everywhere. At the time Albert was trying to sell some of the planes and kits. It was amazing just how much one can 
accumulate! In recent years I saw Albert at various swap meets selling off his stuff and models with his son Christian 
assisting him. 

 I remember Albert in the late 90’s when he would travel to Florida with the Snowbirds! He enjoyed flying at the 
Pelican Model Club where he met Dr. Walter Good. He also built a few models while vacationing there. Albert was 
excited to share his views and experiences anytime.  He also was an instructor for the club for a number of years. 

 On Tuesday July 8th evening, a number of older SOGGI members and friends gathered together at the Lounsbury 
Funeral Home in Cambridge to offer our condolences to both Christian and Peter Fund. We talked about many 
different things that Albert did in the club and hobby over the years. Apparently Albert actually flew an SG-38 trainer 

Always guiding the way… 
 
 
Albert Fund 
 
BORN 
 
January 21, 1926 
Germany 
 
PASSED AWAY 
 
July 6, 2008 
Cambridge, Ontario 
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just like our past president Otto Bandmann did in his youth. Don Guthrie actually built an SG-38 quarter scale model. 
Hopefully Albert enjoyed seeing it fly! 

   We can only dream of the stories Albert could tell us of his models and experiences over the years. Nevertheless, 
Albert Fund will be remembered as an ardent and enthusiastic modeler that enjoyed both the building and flying of a 
variety of model airplanes. He will be missed at SOGGI! 

 
SOGGI Citations for Humanitarian Effort – report by Bob Hammett 
 
Like the swallows returning to Capistrano, on Friday the 13th of June our much beloved and much traveled outhouse 
returned to its former resting place at the Fletcher Rd flying site. A few SOGGIE’s gave of themselves so that all club 
members can occasionally spend a few moments in quiet contemplation, therein. Organized by Otakar Koprnicky, we 
also thank Otakar’s son Otakar Jr., Warren Kelly, Les Peer, Doug Wilkins, and Werner Klebert for taking time out of 
their own busy schedules to do the necessary grunt work. Those on hand also took time to remember our dear friend, 
the late Keith Armstrong for his engineering and construction of an outhouse which remains superior to all other 
outhouses in solid, enduring, rugged portability. Well done all! 
 
Specification of an Electric Power System by Lawrie Henrickson 
Lawrie has produced an excellent article which runs to some 28 pages – perhaps a little larger than the usual TASK 
submission. So to save a couple of trees I  am proposing that the article be added to the website, from whence the 
techies can download it to their own computer and that any non-surfing member who would like to have a copy can 
contact me by steam telephone and I will print it and send it out by irregular mail. There is also a Spreadsheet 
associated with the article.  
(Stop Press: The article has been added to the website – Thanks, Ted!) 
  

Seeking out the good flying weather 
It is not surprising that the weather of late has elicited a great deal of comment – it has been very fickle and 
changeable – but we have found that if you want to fly, it is necessary to challenge the weather gods (whether 
forecasters) and show up at the field. If they are right (which ain’t often) go for a coffee. If they are wrong you can 
usually get some flying in and spent the rest of the day fighting off the “Silly Grins” 
 
Reminder: Safety is NO accident. 
Do a pre-flight check and range check at the start of each flying session. Do a thorough check of the airframe before 
setting off for the field – it is easier to fix things at home in the workshop than trying to fudge it on the flight line. 
 
Visit to the Great War Museum 
Thanks to a tip from Les Peer, we were made aware of the Great War Flying Museum in Brampton. From this 
information we checked out the website at http://www.greatwarflyingmuseum.com/  and made arrangements to visit. 
A remarkable collection of old planes and enthusiasts who look after them – it is well worth the trip to Brampton.  
The Museum is open 11am to 5pm every Saturday and Sunday as well as holidays, from May 24th to October. The 
hangar has crews on-site on Tuesdays and Thursdays performing maintenance and repairs year round, and they 
welcome visitors from 2:00 - 4:00 pm in the afternoon on those days. 
Formed in 1970 at Brampton, Ontario in Canada, this all-volunteer group is dedicated to recreating the sights, sounds 
and feel of World War One combat aircraft. In doing so, they honor the pilots who served with gallantry and 
distinction during the Great War of 1914 - 1918. They build, maintain and fly World War One replica fighter aircraft. 
They also have a display of precious artifacts to take you back to that time in history. 
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The President Speaks 
 
Membership 

Elsewhere in this issue others have expressed the loss of Albert Fund. I flew powered airplanes for a number 
of years prior to joining SOGGI, but had no sailplane experience whatever. Albert was the SOGGI instructor 
who gave me a sailplane check-out flight. He pointed out several practical strategies for locating thermals 
and I still use what he taught me. I remember him for sharing his enthusiasm and experience with a 
newcomer, and later on for his quiet courage in the face of ongoing health problems. We’ll miss Albert. 
 
Onto a happier note, I extend SOGGI’s sincere welcome to new members who have already made their 
presence felt on our flying fields.  
New members with previous flying experience include Wayne Heeley, and more recently John Anderson 
(both electric enthusiasts). Lawrie Henrickson has flown briefly at Westover, and we hope to see him soon at 
Fletcher.  
Be sure to read Lawrie’s excellent article which appears in the Skunkworks section of www.soggi.ca , 
discussing how to choose electric power components for your airplane.  
We congratulate Jim Laslet on having recently received his “Wings” under the tutelage of Dick Colley. Jim 
has become a fixture at our field. At the time of this writing, Les Peer has also been making rapid strides 
towards earning his wings. Jim and Les both fly sailplanes.  
And before I forget, Bob Thayer has prepared a revised membership list that will shortly be issued under 
separate cover. 

 
Skills Development = Safer Flying 

Use the www.soggi.ca Message Board to tap into ongoing sport flying sessions at Fletcher. This summer 
there have been frequent requests for assistance in flight-trimming of models. During our upcoming winter 
meetings, we hope to conduct ground school focused on the how’s and why’s of flight-trimming.  
Elsewhere in this issue, Dick Colley relates his challenging experience in setting up SOGGI’s recently 
acquired Real Flight G4 flight simulator. To keep brains and fingers agile, we expect to make simulator time 
available to members in a back room during our winter meetings. 
Contests actually do develop better and therefore safer flying skills. Our 2-Meter and Club Day Contests 
were well attended and hotly contested. Otakar and I will attend the COGG Sailplane Open contest on 
August 17, and we hope that other Soggies will join us. Get your Big Bird ready for the SOGGI Big Bird 
Bash on August 31.  
And don’t forget the FAC/SOGGI Freeflight Social on September 7. 

 
Elections of New Executive 

Our thanks go to Cliff English who will step down in December after several years of faithful service as club 
Secretary.  
As usual, elections for the Club’s executive will occur at the December membership meeting. All other 
members of the current executive have indicated a willingness to see their names on the ballot provided a 
candidate for Secretary can be found. A volunteer with a moderate amount of computer literacy is needed. 
We would also be thrilled if alternative candidates for any of the other executive positions came forward. 
Let’s expand our leadership pool. 
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Minutes of Meeting, April 14 2008 at the Rockton Library 
 
Bob Hammett called the meeting to order at 2.00 PM. There were 18 members present        
  
1) Minutes: 
Minutes of the March meeting were read by Cliff English. Motion to accept minutes as read Juri Vosu seconded by 
Dick Colley. Motion passed 
 
2) Treasurer’s Report: 
As of April 9 2008 bank balance is $2683.17. 
With 32 paid up members as of April 14, 2008. 
A check for $148.40 was reissued to cover a lost check for rental of the Rockton library. 
Bank expenses of $77.57 were for new checks. 
Bob Thayer handed out an updated membership list showing pilot status Pilots, Student, Instructor and verification of 
having received the up dated SOGGI safety rules. 
 
3) Fields: 
Otakar Koprnicky reported that Nebo Road and Fletcher Road fields are still to wet to fly on. He will check with Peter 
at Hamilton Sod about an opening date for flying. Werner Klebert tried to contact Peter but had no success in 
reaching him. 
Parking at Nebo Road is available Otakar handed out a drawing of the Nebo Road field showing no fly zones and 
parking space. Nebo Road could be stripped this year. 
The executive will contact the members by E-Mail or phone when an opening date is known. for Nebo and Fletcher 
Roads. 
Oatkar passed out work sheets for moving the outhouse and for putting gravel down on the Fletcher field laneway. 
The Westover site is now open for flying. 
 
Regarding the proximity of the Nebo Road field to the Hamilton airport Bob Hammett 
Contacted Erik Qulett at the airport by telephone. Bob then sent a letter to Mr. Qulett notifying him of SOGGI’s intent 
to fly RC airplanes using the Nebo Road field. 
Peter Clarke talked about height restrictions for RC aircraft flying near an airport. A height restriction of 2,500 feet 
plus /minus 500 feet was discussed. The membership will be notified when this is resolved. 
 
4) Task & Web Site: 
The CD`s for contests were ask to contact Ted Michaels about contest details for their contests. 
Dick Colley was congratulated for a nice tribute to Keith Armstrong in the current issue of the Task. 
 
5) Growing the Club 
No brochures can be displayed at the War Plane Heritage due to a vendor having exclusive rights to display any type 
of brochures. 
Karl Spangler has made up self adhesive labels for the brochure boxes in the different hobby stores. Karl now has 
made up logo decals. 
Peter Clarke will try to contact Gerry Serett about the SOGGI’s display at Brant United Air Show. 
The great Planes flight simulator has been ordered. 
 
6) Safety and Flight Instruction: 
Safety rules have been distributed to attending members. Co-ordinates for the Fletcher Field have been amended to a 
more exact location. 
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7) Events Calendar: 
Four members from SOGGI attended the Toledo RC show. 
There was a discussion about the Real Flight Simulator to get a box and chord you have to buy the program for each 
box and chord. 
8) New business: 
Dick Fahey suggested that MAAC be involved with SOGGI at the Brantford Air Show. 
Put up a MAAC banner and display brochures. Dick to contact Karl Spangler about MAAC. 
Meeting closed at 4:10 PM...  
 
Contest Results: 
 
Golden Oldies: 
 
Name: round1 round 2 round 3 round 4 round 5 total pts 
Stan  Shaw 477 288 445 581 0 1791 
Rob Nelson 209 476 479 348 0 1512 
Bob Hammett 132 349 114 188 0 783 
Dick Colley 95 269 98 279 0 741 
Les Peer 75 147 164 157 0 543 
Otakar Koprnicky 236 0 0 0 0 236 

 
2 – Metre and Club Day: 
 

2 - Metre        

Name: Round 1 Round 1 Round 1 Round 1 Total Rank 
Jozef Banial 106 185 503 212 1006 1 
Joe Baltaza 194 161 289 270 914 2 
Rob Nelson 177 156 438 123 894 3 
Stan Shaw 202 144 323 112 781 4 
Otakar K 174 234 169 110 687 5 
Dick Colley 83 250 140 172 645 6 
Les Peer 63 120 122 131 436 7 
Derek Hartwell 104, 117 113 0 334 8 
Cliff English 86 99 0 26 211 9 
Werner Klebert 0 0 0 0 0 10 
Steve Jankowski 0 0 0 0 0 11 

Club Day       

Otakar K 201 260 502 230 1193 1 
Joe Baltaza 175 300 203 0 678 2 
Rob Nelson 162 138 217 97 614 3 
Les Peer 127 107 126 237 587 4 
Dick Colley 203, 102 65 157 527 5 
Stan Shaw 174 322 0 0 496 6 
   
Note:  If a flight time exceeds the max by 1 minute, that flight will be scored a ZERO. 
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Picture 1 - Great War Museum in Brampton 

 

Never accept a “Free” ride 
 
After stopping for drinks at an illegal bar, a 
Zimbabwean bus driver found that the 20 mental 
patients he was supposed to be transporting from 
Harare to Beltway had escaped. Not wanting to 
admit his incompetence, the driver went to a 
nearby bus stop and offered everyone waiting 
there a free ride. He then delivered the 
passengers to the mental hospital, telling the 
staff that the patients were very excitable and 
prone to bizarre fantasies.   
The deception wasn't discovered for 3 days. 
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2008 SOGGI Executive 

President: Bob Hammett    (519)-759-1939 
  83, Locks Road, 
  BRANTFORD, Ont.     N3S 7L9 
 
Vice President: Otakar Koprnicky   (519)-740-9504 
  75, Hazelwood Cres. 
  CAMBRIDGE, Ont.  N1R 8A4 
Treasurer: Bob Thayer      (905)-336-3290 

4108, Millcroft Park Drive, 
BURLINGTON, Ont.  L7M 3V9 

Secretary: Cliff English    (905)-522-4561 
  24, Blackwood Crescent 
  Hamilton, Ont.      L8S 3H5 
Editor:  Dick Colley    (905)-296-4027 
  101, Braeheid Avenue 
  Waterdown, Ont.      L0R 2H5 
 
Deadline for June Issue of Task:  May 22nd 2008 
 

 2008 Calendar of Events  

 Date Event CD Name Phone: e-mail: 

Saturday, August 16,  Hand Launch Ivan MacKenzie   

Sunday, August 17,  Open Sailplane  Doug Pike  dpike@istar.ca 

Sunday, August 31,  Big Bird Bash  Dick Colley 905-296-4027 colleydogge@execulink.com 

Sunday, September 07,  Electric Sport 
Sailplane* Roy Bourke  Roy Bourke  

Sunday, September 14,  Open Sailplane Doug Pike  dpike@istar.ca 

 


